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Good morning everyone, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to Madrid.  Welcome to Spain. 

Dear Jeff, the Director General of CANSO; dear Peter, the Chairman and CEO of ATCA. 

Mr Secretary of State, Ms Secretary General of Transport, Mr Chairman of INECO, Directors, Authorities, 
Chairmen of the great sector companies in Spain. 

I would first like to welcome you all.  There are nearly 7,000 professionals from 125 different countries 
attending this major event with air navigation service providers and exhibitors also participating. 

I would like to thank the highest authorities at CANSO and ATCA.  Thank you as well for your kind and 
thankful words and for having chosen us for the fourth year in a row. For the Government of Spain and for 
me, as Minister, it is a pleasure and an honour for Spain to again be the site of this major international 
event. 

So, please let me take this opportunity to publically offer all of the institutional support worthy of such a 
relevant conference for the sector and, quite particularly, for the world of air navigation. 

I wish all of you a wonderful stay with us: service providers, experts, manufacturers, engineering and 
consulting firms, training schools, research institutes, universities, leading institutions and professionals. 

I truly hope you enjoy (allow me to use the simile) Spain's 'Unique Skies'. 

I'd like to begin by letting you in on a conviction:  I am convinced that we will be able to rise to the major 
challenges posed by air transport over the next few years and in a scenario of growth which must serve as 
stimulation to persevere in operational safety, interoperability, efficiency and sustainability. 

Around 3.5 billion passengers used the world air transport network for business and tourism purposes in 
2015. 

And this figure will total 6.4 billion by 2030, according to ICAO forecasts which means doubling today's 
volumes in just 15 years. 

As for Spain, AENA's 46 airports and 2 heliports saw 207.4 million passengers last year: meaning 6.8% 
more than in 2012, and nearly triple the number of passengers seen in 1990. 

2015 was one of the best years for AENA; however, 2016 is looking to be even better as Spanish airports 
have already exceeded 26.2 million passengers in just the first two months which is 14.3% more than 
during the first 2 months of 2015. 

enaire.es Avda. Aragón, 402 - 28022 Madrid Director of Communication T. 912 967 501 

1 of 4 



Just to give you an idea, the Airport of Madrid welcomed 3.5 million travellers during the month of February, 
which just ended, which accounts for 15.6% more than last year; and the Airport of Barcelona - El Prat saw 
2.7 million which is 20.6% more. In all, 13.3 million people used our airports in Spain in the month of 
February. 

Ladies and gentlemen, ENAIRE is one of the most modern and best prepared airport management bodies 
in the world. As concerns the event here today, I would like to highlight the technological efforts and training 
of our professionals as seen in Spain over the last few decades. 

Spain provides the European Union with 11% of all passengers and 9% of all sector operations. Air 
transport in our country is a strategic sector but, as you can see, we also have a unique opportunity: to 
strengthen our economy through this very important sector. 

This sector is important in economic terms but also in terms of connectivity and accessibility for a country 
which, as you know, has island territories. Accessibility, cohesion and territorial connection are what 
Spanish airports give our country in addition to 5.9% of the Gross Domestic Product. Spain's tourism 
leadership would be unconceivable without the aviation, railway, road and port infrastructures we have. 

We beat all records in 2015, with more than 68 million international visitors. Of this total, 54.4 million foreign 
tourists (in other words, 8 out of 10) entered and left via an airport. 

For all of these reasons, you must understand how proud we are that the DAVOS Economic Forum named 
us "the country with the most competitive tourism sector thanks to its infrastructures". 

At the Spanish Ministry of Public Works and Transport, we are aware of the interdependence of all of the 
links comprising the air transport value chain. 

It is precisely for this reason that we try to be consequential with our responsibility by contributing to the 
progress of the airlines (and their commercial alliances) that operate in our air space and at our airports, 
offering them infrastructures and services at the most competitive prices. 

In order for this to be possible and feasible, we have made considerable efforts in recent years in terms of 
efficiency and in updating our civil aviation regulatory framework to be able to successively meet the 
challenges affronting us: 

We have established a new regulatory and supervisory framework for the general airport system as part of 
the process of allowing the entry of private capital in AENA. 

We have regulated the functions of the Airport Coordination Committees. 

We have regulated the legal system regarding the assignment of timeslots. 

We have committed to assisting and giving priority to victims of civil aviation accidents.  At this point, I 
would like to thank the Spanish Association and Chairwoman Pilar Vera for their contributions worldwide to 
victims of civil aviation accidents. 
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We have also established a new regulatory framework for the development of the Civil Aviation State 
Safety Programme (SSP). I would like to thank the director of the agency and her entire team for the 
immense work they have done. 

We have regulated aviation firefighting, search and rescue and other aviation work. 

And we have put together the first standard on the use of drones for economic activities. 

The Spanish Air Safety Agency (AESA) registered more than 1,000 operators of drones weighing less than 
25 kilos at take off in the first year and a half since the entry into force of the regulation on the use of these 
types of remote controlled aircraft. And I can now announce that the next regulation is in the EU 
consultation stage and is set to be approved over the next few months. 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear Chair people, we are truly proud of the progress we have made in terms of 
improving the navigation and air traffic control services provided to airlines and other users, as we were 
reminded by the Chairman of ENAIRE and Secretary of State. 

The air space efficiency plan applied by ENAIRE has enabled the savings of 3.5 million nautical miles 
which corresponds to savings of 38,900 tonnes of fuel from 2012 to 2015 and the NON-emission into the 
atmosphere of 123,000 tonnes of C02. 

We are also very satisfied with the improved service quality and timeliness, as has been said. 

As mentioned by the Secretary of State, enroute flight delays have dropped by 79% meaning we are now 
below the European average at a value of 0.33 minutes. 

As you all know very well (and as I have learnt over these 4 years as Minister of Public Works and 
Transport), the world air navigation system is very complex clockwork.  The more capable each one of our 
countries that are a part of it is in assuming our own responsibility, the more precise it will be. As concerns 
this aspect, the professionals who work at ENAIRE are quite sure that air navigation management is 
essential to renewing our commitment in an effort to rise to the challenge of a Single European Sky as well 
as renewing our commitment to R+D+i along with sector enterprises. 

We also wish to take on an active role in all cutting edge initiatives relating to the evolution of the air traffic 
control system. 

We have taken very important steps such as signing a Binational Pact with Portugal creating common 
Iberian airspace. 

Together with the Portuguese operator, ENAIRE has established a plan to coordinate management of both 
countries' air space which has led to the creation of a Functional Airspace Block. 
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I would also like to draw attention to ENAIRE's relevant role in the development of SESAR as well as our 
commitment to actively contribute to the SESAR 2020 Programme, as was mentioned by the Secretary of 
State. 

It is precisely by participating in SESAR and other European research and development programmes that 
ENAIRE is preparing the path for the future implementation of new concepts based on satellite navigation 
such as ENGOS and GALILEO. 

As you all know, ENAIRE is one of the service providers with a relevant role in Europe and is a member of 
the iTEC Group consortium along with the German service provider DFS, the English service provider 
NATS, and the Dutch service provider LVNL. Together, we are developing a new generation of controller 
jobs and the future system for Common Flight Plan Filing. 

Moreover, it is an honour for us to host here today the first ceremony for the Single European Sky Awards, 
which were created by the European Commission Directorate General for Mobility and Transport in order to 
recognise the most outstanding projects aimed at implementing this Single Sky. 

The idea is to spread awareness for new initiatives that contribute to achieving the Single European Sky in 
the areas of service provision, airspace regulation, innovation and technology. 

Through the Directorate General for Civil Aviation, the Ministry of Public Works and Transport has 
submitted an entry entitled "Improved Performance of the Spanish Air Space Management System 
through an Organised Change in Management Process" in conjunction with public and private entities in 
our country. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I shall now conclude. Safety and efficiency along with timeliness, innovation, 
sustainability and excellence (in providing services to companies and passengers) must continue to be the 
priorities for the European air navigation strategy roadmap along with the excellent professionals I would 
like to now thank. 

Please know that you can depend on Spain and our air navigation services provider. Together, we must 
persevere in the slogan of this Congress, which is quite suitable and proper for it: "Leadership, Change and 
Implementation", all convinced that the best guarantee for successfully approaching present and future 
challenges in air navigation is flying high and flying together. 

Allow me to end by recalling that today, 8th March, we are celebrating Women's Day all over the world and 
thank women in all of the different occupations in this sector who have been pioneer in a small yet huge 
revolution, in seeking the equal opportunities that we, men and women, have and must have. 

On behalf of all of them, I am officially inaugurating the 2016 World ATM Congress. Thank you very much. 
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